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more usual sexual variety, but a natural expression of
youthful energies transferred or sublimated into spiritual
channels. ,
At this stage, however, my experiences proved to my
own satisfaction that God answers prayer, and that these
prayer-meetings which had been the means of turning me
inside-out were not merely vain babblings, but actually
did " do things/' I discovered shortly afterwards that for
years my mother had been praying that I might be con-
verted before the age of twenty-one. This experience of
mine was just two months before my twenty-first birthday.
Moreover, I took the Science Tripos (Part I) that same
year. After sending in the papers, I prayed hard that they
might be successful in getting me a first class, promising
that I would use my brains for God. This prayer may not
have been strictly in accordance with the psychology of
the Almighty. But at any rate it was very sincere, and
continued for at least a half-hour. I afterwards discovered
that my marks had failed by one from being in the first
class, but that, during the actual time that I was praying
so fervently, the board of examiners was (unknown to me)
meeting. After long discussion, it was decided to give me
the extra mark and to admit me to the first class. These
two incidents were enough to satisfy me that prayer is
answered, a conviction that has never been shaken in
later years ; rather has it been strengthened by further
similar experiences.
Nobody could possibly be in touch with Miss Carmichael
and the work of the Dohnavur Fellowship in South India
without seeing that prayer is answered again and again,
often in unmistakable and specific ways. It may often
be answered by telepathy or thought-transference or some
such process, but the point is that it is answered, providing
that the conditions—clearly laid down by Jesus in His
teaching—are fulfilled. I have known many people to say
that they have " proved " the uselessness of prayer, simply
because certain earnest and sincere requests—such as those
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